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THE L ITURGICAL WEEK

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 31
4:30pm - Edwina Brodzinski†
Sunday, January 1
8:30am - Michael, Patrick & 
	 Colleen Eerin Flynn
11:00am - Departed Members of  the 

 Fugere & Tomasso Families†
12:30pm - Pro Populo
Monday, January 2
8:30am - The Kohlbry Family
Tuesday, January 3
8:30am - No Mass Intention
Wednesday, January 4
5:15pm  - The Meyers Family
Thursday, January 5
8:30am - Joseph Healy† 
Friday, January 6
8:30am - The Davis Family
Saturday, January 7
9:30am - Pro Populo
4:30pm - Marie Witherow†

CONFESSION
Wednesdays from 6:00 - 6:30pm
Saturdays from 3:30 - 4:15pm

“Behold the Lamb of  God 
who takes away 

the sin of  the world.”
~St. John the Baptist (John 1:29)

DEVOTIONS

ADORATION
Wednesday at 5:45pm

MORNING PRAYER
After Mass on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, & Friday

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
After Morning Prayer on Monday

THE SANCTUARY LIGHTS
Are lit this week for

The Davis Family

PRAYERS 
FOR OUR SICK & SHUT-INS

Please remember the infirmed 
of our parish, especially those 
who, by request, have been 
placed on our parish prayer 
intention list.  

If you would like to be added to 
this list, please call the parish 
office.

~
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SPIRITUAL READING & REFLECTION

NEXT SUNDAY’S
GOSPEL READING

MATTHEW 2:1-12

SAINT OF THE WEEK
RAYMOND OF PENYAFORT, PRIEST

JANUARY 7
___________________________________________

Excerpt from The Office of  Readings
From a letter by St. Raymond, priest

When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, in the days  of King Herod, behold, 
magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 
saying,  "Where is  the newborn king of the 
Jews? We saw his  star at its  rising and have 
come to do him homage." When King Herod 
heard this, he was greatly troubled, and all 
Jerusalem with him. Assembling all the chief 
priests  and the scribes  of the people, He 
inquired of them where the Christ was  to be 
born. They said to him, "In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for thus  it has  been written through the 
prophet: And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 
are by no means  least among the rulers  of 
Judah; since from you shall come a ruler, who 
is  to shepherd my people Israel." Then Herod 
called the magi secretly and ascertained from 
them the time of the star's  appearance. He 
sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and 
search diligently for the child. When you have 
found him, bring me word, that I too may go 
and do him homage." After their audience 
with the king they set out. And behold, the 
star that they had seen at its  rising preceded 
them, until it came and stopped over the place 
where the child was. They were overjoyed at 
seeing the star, and on entering the house they 
saw the child with Mary his mother. They 
prostrated themselves  and did him homage. 
Then they opened their treasures  and offered 
him gifts  of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they departed for their 
country by another way.

May the God of  love and peace set your hearts at rest

   The preacher of God’s  truth has told us 
that all who want to live righteously in 
Christ will suffer persecution. If he spoke 
the truth and did not lie, the only 
exception to this  general statement is, I 
think, the person who either neglects, or 
does  not know how, to live temperately, 
justly and righteously in this world.
   May you never be numbered among 
those whose house is  peaceful, quiet and 

free from care; those on whom the Lord’s  chastisement does  not 
descend; those who live out their days  in prosperity, and in the 
twinkling of  an eye will go down to hell.
   Your purity of life, your devotion deserve and call for a reward; 
because you are acceptable and pleasing to God, your purity of life 
must be made purer still, by frequent buffetings, until you attain perfect 
sincerity of heart. If from time to time you feel the sword falling on 
you with double or treble force, this  also should be seen as  sheer joy 
and the mark of  love.
   The two-edged sword consists  in conflict without, fears  within. It falls 
with double or treble force within, when the cunning spirit troubles  the 
depths of your heart with guile and enticements. You have learned 
enough already about these kinds  of warfare, or you would not have 
been able to enjoy peace and interior tranquility in all its beauty.
The sword falls  with double and treble force externally when, without 
cause being given, there breaks  out from within the Church 
persecution in spiritual matters, where wounds  are more serious, 
especially when inflicted by friends.
   This  is  that enviable and blessed cross  of Christ, which Andrew, that 
manly saint, received with joyful heart; the cross  in which alone we 
must make our boast, as Paul, God’s chosen instrument, has told us.
   Look then on Jesus, the author and preserver of faith: in complete 
sinlessness he suffered, and at the hands  of those who were his  own, 
and was  numbered among the wicked. As  you drink the cup of the 
Lord Jesus  (how glorious  it is!) give thanks  to the Lord, the giver of all 
blessings.
   May the God of love and peace set your hearts at rest and speed you 
on your journey; may he meanwhile shelter you from disturbance by 
others in the hidden recesses  of his  love, until he brings  you at last into 
that place of complete plentitude where you will repose for ever in the 
vision of peace, in the security of trust and in the restful enjoyment of 
his riches.
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OFFERTORY COLLECTION

DECEMBER  24TH & 25TH   

$11,932.75

ÒRemember then, it is the Lord, your God, who gives you the 
power to acquire wealth, by fulÞlling, as he has now done, the 
covenant which he swore to your fathers.
! ! ! 
  —Deuteronomy 9:18

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
If  you or anyone you know is homebound or hospitalized, even temporarily, 

please call the office so that we may arrange for them to be visited by one of  our Extraordinary Ministers. 
With your help we can make certain everyone is taken care of.  Thank you!

For sacramental emergencies, please call 828-859-9574, ext. 6

WILL YOU OFFER YOUR MUSICAL TALENTS TO OUR CHURCH?  
   

We are a small group of  musicians who would dearly appreciate some 
help. Cantors, choir members, musicians… please prayerfully consider joining 

us, even if  only for special occasions.  

Please call Diane Nelson, Administrator of  Sacred Music, 
at:  828-899-7329.

If you have recently moved or changed your phone 
number or e-mail address, please call Andrée in the Parish 
Office at 828-859-9574, with your updated information.  
Thanks!

Bulletin deadlines are Wednesdays  by 12:00 noon, in 
w r i t i n g.  P l e a s e s u b m i t a n n o u n c e m e n t s  t o 
stjohnchurch@windstream.net, attn Bulletin, or bring to the 
Parish Office.

2012 OFFERTORY ENVELOPES
HAVE ARRIVED

Everyone who received Offertory Envelopes last year 
has  a new 2012 box with YOUR NAME ON THE 
BOX.  The boxes  are in the Church Social Hall, 
arranged in ALPHABETICAL order.  Please pick up 
only the envelope box with your name on it.  IF there is 
no box with your name and you wish to receive 
Offertory Envelopes, contact Kelli Wood in the Parish 
Office.

JANUARY 15TH      •    SECOND COMBINED COLLECTION

As part of the diocesan combined collections  program, the Collection for the Church in Latin 
America, the Church in Central and Eastern Europe, Church in Africa, Catholic Home 
Missions, and the United States  Mission Collection have been combined into one second 
collection. That collection will be taken up at all Masses  on the weekend of January 15. Next 
week you should receive a letter from our Chancellor and Vicar General, Msgr. Mauricio West 
with an informative brochure. Please take the time to read through the brochure and become 
more familiar with the good work done by each of these organizations. The envelope for this 
collection is part of  your parish envelope packet. 
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PARISH EVENTS

PARISH L IFE AT A GLANCEPARISH L IFE AT A GLANCEPARISH L IFE AT A GLANCEPARISH L IFE AT A GLANCE
Mon Jan 2 —

6:30pm
Parish Office Closed, Happy New Year!
Schola Choir Practice, Church

Tue Jan 3 6:30pm Schola Choir Practice, Church

Wed Jan 4 — Faith Formation Classes - CANCELLED
RCIA - CANCELLED

Thur Jan 5 — —

Fri Jan 6 9am-6pm First Friday Adoration, Church

Sat Jan 7 — Circle of  Mary - CANCELLED

YOUTH GROUP
This SundayJanuary 1st at 5:00pm

Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament will be 
held from 9:00am to 6:00pm this Friday.

REMINDER: Each Adorer is requested to arrive 5 
minutes  before your assigned hour.  
When signing up, please include your 
cell phone number and make a note of 
the cell phone number of the person 
you are replacing in case you are 
delayed.  
If you are delayed, please call the 
person preceding you, 10 minutes prior 
to your scheduled time to inform that 
person you will be late.

January 1  
  Solemnity of Mary, 
  the Holy Mother of God
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FAITH FORMATION         

YOUTH GROUP is @ 5:00PM this Sunday

Youth Group meets tonight January 1st—5:00pm to 7:00pm. 

We will be celebrating the New Year with Family Cooking 
Traditions.  

    Be sure to send a text msg by 1:00pm if  you cannot attend.

"

ATTENTION ALL VOLUNTEERS

• If  YOU need to attend PGC training and if  you DID NOT 
ATTEND the PGC Training Class which was held recently 
(12-13-11) at St John the Baptist, please go online and register 
for another class offered in the Diocese as soon as possible. 

• PGC TRAINING will be offered:
1. January 7, 2012 @ St Barnabas in Arden, NC @ 9AM.
2. January 11, 2012 @ Queen of  Apostles in Belmont, NC 

@ 6PM.
	 Note: These locations are the closest in time and distance 
" travelled to St. John the Baptist.

• “Protecting God’s Children” is a three-hour mandatory 
training workshop for Diocesan Employees and Volunteers 
(Lectors, EMs, ushers, catechists, musicians, youth volunteers
—any volunteer, age 18 and older, in any program in the 
parish). PGC Training is designed to help recognize and 
prevent the sexual abuse of  children. 

• Your service as a church volunteer is valued and appreciated. 
Any questions, please call or email Theresa Fitch in the church 
office.

Pre-registration: Go to Virtusonline.org & follow the 
prompts and to see other live training offered in this area.
. 

FAITH FORMATION NEWS
 

NO FF Classes this Wednesday, 
January 4, 2012

FF CLASSES RESUME WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 11, 2012

" " "

Theresa D. Fitch, DRE
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ADDITIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

6TH ANNUAL  MARCH FOR LIFE CHARLOTTE !   
  JANUARY 13, 2012

The 6th Annual March for Life Charlotte will be on Friday, January 13, 2012.   The Mass for the Unborn will be offered at 
St. Peter Catholic Church at 9:00 am.   The march will begin at noon from the Pastoral Center at 1123 S. Church St. in 
Charlotte.  Fr. Hayden Augustine, Vicar General of the Missionaries  of the Poor, will be the main celebrant for Holy Mass 
and our guest preacher at the march.   For parking and details  go to: www.marchforlifecharlotte.org. Please come and stand 
up for God's precious infants!

 Please join others to march and pray for an end to abortion and save babiesÕ lives!!!!! 
!See schedule details at www.marchforlifecharlotte.org

Please patronize the businesses that advertise in our Church bulletin and offer us their support.

CIRCLE OF MARY
MEETING: 
SAT. FEBRUARY 4TH

Discussion: The End by Arminjon   

No January Meeting

The Food Bank Collection 
is January 7th & 8th 

  
Please bring your canned goods and/or donate by way of  

the Second Collection at Masses.
Your generosity is appreciated.

Thank you from Thermal Belt Outreach 

http://www.marchforlifecharlotte.org/
http://www.marchforlifecharlotte.org/
http://www.marchforlifecharlotte.org/
http://www.marchforlifecharlotte.org/

